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Minutes of Coney Weston Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 1st May 2025 at 7:00pm in Coney 
Weston Village Hall.  
  
Present Cllrs B Francis, M Lock, P Clarke, P Sullivan, Suffolk County Council (SCC) Councillor J Spicer & 
West Suffolk District Council (WSDC) Councillor A Smith.   
  
1. Election of Chair  
Cllr P Clarke nominated Cllr B Francis for the position of Chair. This was seconded by Cllr M Lock and 
agreed by all. Cllr B Francis accepted the postion.  

  
2. Chair’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office  
The newly elected Chair, Cllr B Francis completed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  
  
3. Election of Vice Chair  
The Parish Council decided against having a Vice Chair at this time.                                
  
4. Apologies for absence   
Apologies were received and accepted by the Councillors from Cllr P Hines.  
 
5. Co-option of new Parish Councillor No candidates were presented for co-option.  
  
6. Members Declarations of Interest and Dispensations:  

6.1 To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda.   
6.1.1 Cllr B Francis, as the property owner, declared an interest in item 15.1  
DC/25/0582/FUL | Planning application - one self-build/custom dwelling (following 
demolition of existing dwelling) | Three Crossways, Town House, Thetford Road, Coney 
Weston, on the agenda. Cllr Francis will leave the meeting during the decision-making 
discussion.   
6.1.2 Cllr Clarke, as the Bowls Club Secretary, declared an interest in item 15.2  
/25/0353/FUL | Planning application - construction of pavilion / meeting room (demolition of 
existing pavilion) | Bowling Green, Thetford Road, Coney Weston. Cllr Clarke will leave the 
meeting during the decision-making discussion.     

6.2 To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests. None  
6.3 To grant dispensations as appropriate under Section 33 of the Localism Act. None  

  
7    Minutes - The Thursday 6th March 2025 Parish Council meeting were agreed and approved as a correct 
record.   
  
8.  Meeting open to the public   
It is requested that this item does not exceed 15 minutes and that any member of the public  does not speak 
for any longer than 3 minutes.  
  
A resident raised concerns about the Parish Council not publishing supporting papers with the agenda, and 
that he felt he had faced certain resistance when requesting them. They also raised concerns about the Parish 
Council not being compliant with the Transparency Code. The resident queried what the Parish Council 
would be doing regarding publication of supporting documents going forward. They also raised some 
concerns about the Bowls Club planning application. These included concerns over the size of the building, 
the impact it might have on it’s neighbours (particularly people leaving the premises late at night), that it is a 
private members club, the effect it might have on the current Village Hall, raising concerns about the 
potential decline of another asset in the village, stating the decline of the playing field as an example, also 
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they raised concerns about the car park provision being sufficient and the impact on residents, if this is not 
the case. A member of the Bowls Club, who was present in the public forum addressed these points. A copy 
of the statement is below:  
    
‘We intend to be sensitive and considerate neighbours.  
The proposed building is a direct result of the adjoining Swan Public House closing, the need to provide a 
space for changing and the provision of after match refreshments. It has been carefully designed so that there 
are only minimum high level window openings to the rear of the property, the nearest point to The Street, 
thus ensuring limited noise escape to the surrounding area.  Compared to the activity and noise previously 
generated from the Public House there will be a significant reduction in disturbance to the neighbourhood.   
The main use of the pavilion will be to support the playing of lawn-bowls. Essentially this will be restricted 
to the bowling season, between April and September. Ultimately, it is our intention to provide a bar, but this 
will be subject to finance being available and an alcohol licence being obtained. Any concerns re the 
licensing application and the operating hours will be addressed at that stage.  
The building is designed primarily to accommodate the bowls club’s members. As there will be no increase 
in the numbers attending matches the current carpark has proven to be of sufficient capacity, 21 cars in total. 
Should the need arise for further car parking in the future then this could be accommodated on the club’s 
land as has previously happened for occasional events like the Queen’s Jubilee, the King’s Coronation and 
the forthcoming open gardens event. There will be no need to have cars parked on Thetford Road.  
The existing access has been designed and constructed fully in compliance with Suffolk County Highway’s 
requirements, including visibility splays.  
The building will comply with Building Regulations including Part M – ‘Access to and use of Buildings’ 
and will complement the care we have shown in designing and building the recent toilet block which is fully 
accessible.  
Low level lighting, both motion and light sensitive, will be installed primarily to guide access from the car 
park and the pedestrian gate from Thetford Road to the pavilion. No lighting will be installed to the area 
behind the pavilion.   
The building, once incorporated alongside the recently erected toilet block will present as an attractive, 
traditional timber-slatted community pavilion. The overall aspect will be pleasing to the eye and something 
villagers can be proud of.  
Given the need for this proposed pavilion, once constructed the requirement to view and gain access to the 
bowls green will dictate that the existing pavilion will be demolished immediately following commissioning 
of the new building.’ In addition, and in response to the issues raised by the resident in the public forum, 
which were not covered in their statement, they reported that they did not see themselves in competition 
with the village hall, and in fact the applicant advised that a couple of the Bowls Club members serve on the 
Village Hall Committee and support the application. The applicant said they would be happy to answer any 
further questions when it was discussed later on the agenda, under item 15.1. A further member of the public 
hoped that the Parish Council would endorse the Bowls club application, which he believes to be of benefit 
to the community.  
   
9. Report from Suffolk County Council (SCC) Councillor: J Spicer.   
Cllr J Spicer thanked Cllr P Clarke and the Clerk for representing Coney Weston at the Support Our Buses 
Taskforce meetings. Cllr J Spicer also thanked Bardwell Parish Council who have led the way on this 
project. Following representation, Coney Weston continues to be included in the 73A route, that enables 
students to get to Thurston Community College. Cllr J Spicer expressed concerns about the viability of this 
service and asked the Councillors to do all the can to try and promote use of the service.  Cllr J Spicer asked, 
that if in the future the Parish Council were asked to make a contribution towards the costs incurred, by 
Bardwell Parish Council, in supporting the Taskforce administration, would they be willing to do so. This 
would probably be in the region of £20. So far Bardwell Parish Council has incurred costs by the printing of 
a large number of timetables required to meet a deadline for delivery, not provided, as promised by the bus 
company. The Councillors said, that in principle they would support this. As mentioned under item 11.2, the 
Clerk and Chair from Barningham, are doing some work around the 73A timetable. Cllr J Spicer reported 
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that the A143, might be subject to road closures, for resurfacing works. She will share details of this when 
they become available. The A1088, at Stowlangtoft is now open, following the works to the bridge. There 
are currently two separate processes underway as part of the Local Government Review. The first involves 
transitioning to a Combined Unitary Authority. The second considers the introduction of a directly elected 
Mayor, moving towards a Mayoral Authority. These changes will take time, as the Boundary Committee 
must also review and potentially revise existing boundaries.  
  
10. Report from West Suffolk District (WSDC) Councillor: A Smith.   
In addition to being involved with the Support Our Buses Taskforce, Cllr A Smith, following an initial 
meeting in December last year, is involved in the first meeting of a group, tasked with looking at rural 
services in West Suffolk. Cllr A Smith thanked Coney Weston Council for their support following the recent, 
devastating fire at Bardwell. Cllr B Francis, Cllr P Clarke and a Coney Weston resident, promptly provided 
support, and sandbags, that were needed to help with a flooding issue which occurred at the same time as the 
fire. This support was very much appreciated at this difficult time. Cllr A Smith found that Bardwell’s 
Emergency Plan came into its own and was a really helpful resource, but some lessons were learned, 
particularly around preventing and dealing with fires in thatched roofs.  Cllr A Smith will share this learning 
with Cllr B Francis, to support the updating of the Coney Weston Emergency Plan.                             Action 
Cllr A Smith/B Francis   
       
11 .Clerk’s Report  

11.1 To formally welcome the new Clerk.  
The Councillors formally welcomed the new Parish Clerk, Luke Hibbert. Luke is currently 
working alongside the outgoing Clerk Vicki Gay, who will remain in post to facilitate the 
handover until the end of May. The Councillors thanked Vicki for her efforts and knowledge 
since she joined them last year. A discussion regarding confidential matters regarding Lukes’s 
employment will be held under item 20.1  

  
11.2 To receive any update from the Support our Buses working party.    

At the last meeting we received an update from Suffolk County Council Cllr J Spicer regarding 
review of the long-term transport solutions. We then received some feedback on the new 
timetables for 73 and 73A In general the 73 service has been well received, although there were 
comments about the need for a potential Saturday service. This is something that the group will 
work on, potentially with Cenex, an organisation who help with works around transport 
projects. There are issues with the timing of the 73a bus, there simply isn’t enough time to 
cover the distance between the stops. This is something that the group will do some work on.   
There was a request from a Coney Weston resident to consider the potential for the 73 and 70A 
to tie up at Stanton. However, it was felt that, whilst there was merit in the idea, there was 
insufficient leeway in the timetables to consider this type of change at the current time. The 
next meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st May at 2pm at Ixworth fire station.   

  
12. Finance   
12.1 the following accounts were approved for payment:  

 

Description  Supplier / customer  Total  
Church grass  Coney Weston PCC  -£1,000.00  
Admin  Various  -£58.14  
Payroll services  SALC  -£46.80  
Hall hire  Coney Weston village Hall  -£16.00  
Admin  Various  -£759.51  
SALC Subscription  SALC  -£216.00  
Website hosting  Suffolk Cloud  -£120.00  
Playing field grass cutting paid  Vertas  -£130.00  
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Payroll services to March 2025 SALC  -£28.80  
Mapping software  Parish Online  -£60.00  
Internal audit (SALC)  SALC  -£219.60  
EasyPC Accounts  Mijan EasyPC Accounts  -£84.00  
Land Registry (playing field)  Land Registry  -£45.00  
Bank charges  Lloyds  -£4.75  
  
Cllr M lock carried out the additional accounts check at this meeting.  
  
12.2 Bank reconciliation, schedule of payments, and budget report.  
The Clerk provided the Councillor with a bank reconciliation, schedule of payments, and budget report for 
information.  
12.3 To receive internal audit report from SALC and note any actions to be taken.  
Recommendations were made to review the Standing and financial orders, in the Internal Audit report for 
2024/25. This matter is in hand. See item 13.1.1 and 13.1.2  
12.4 To approve and sign section one, Annual Governance statement, of the AGAR 2024/25. Section 
one of the AGAR, the Annual Governance Statement was approved and signed 12.5 To approve and 
sign section two, Accounting Statement, of the AGAR 2024/25.  Section two of the AGAR, the 
Accounting Statement was approved and signed.  
12.6 To accept and sign the Certificate of exemption 2024/5 for submission to the external    auditor and 
confirm details required for meeting the Parish Councils obligations under the Transparency code.   
The Certificate of exemption for the 2024/5 AGAR was approved and signed. The Clerk will ensure all the 
correct documentation is submitted and that documents required for compliance with the Transparency Code 
are uploaded to the website within the time allowed.       Action Clerk  
  
13. Documents for updating/approval  

13.1 Standing orders  
The new Clerk will do some work on the current Standing orders to update them. They will be 
included on the agenda for the next meeting.  
13.2 Financial Standing Orders  
The new Clerk will do some work on the current Standing orders to update them. They will be 
included on the agenda for the next meeting.  
13.3 Asset Register  
The Asset Register has been updated and circulated and was agreed as a correct record of Assets for 
the Parish Council.  

  
14. Village Matters   
To receive any updates on – 
14.1 Speed Indicator Device (SID)   
The new SID is in place and is working. Again, the Parish council expressed their thanks to Cllrs J Spicer 
and A Smith for their grants that enabled its purchase. As yet we are still to download any data. Previously, 
we had been advised that the police do not take the downloaded data into consideration when planning visits 
to villages. Cllr J Spicer had not found this to be her experience and would make enquires about the best 
way to ensure a visit from the police, based on recorded  
data, in the future.                                                                                              Action Cllr J Spicer  
  

14.2 Village drainage.  
The work done on phase one of the drainage works has, so far appeared to be successful. There were some 
teething issues, with water coming down Coles Path, but these were addressed by some local residents doing 
some work there to clear the ditch. SCC are now working on a plan for a new pipe, and hopefully work 
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might start in August. It would appear that SCC are having some success engaging with the landowners, 
whose permission is required for the works to be carried out.  
  

14.3 Playing Field “Task and Finish” group. To include Vesting Order.  
Some work has been done by Cllr P Clarke and the Clerk to ‘top and tail’ the legal aspects of the playing 
Field vesting. A submission has been made to the Land Registry, they are however reporting delays of up to 
14 months to complete applications. Hopefully this will not be the case with our application. The waste bin 
in the playing field has been put back up and the plastic tubes removed. The grass has also been cut.  
  

14.4 Emergency Plan review.   
Cllr B Francis has been doing some work to update the Emergency Plan. There is still some work to do, to 
update Councillor details, reflect suggestions around thatched properties and to potentially include an index 
to signpost to important contact details and information. Cllr B Francis will continue to work on this and 
bring it back to the next meeting.                 Action Cllr B Francis  
  

14.5 Defibrillator.  
There was no report for this meeting.  
  

14.6 New residents and new residents’ letter.  
Cllr B Francis delivered a new resident’s letter to some new residents. Cllr B Francis will include some new 
information in the letter, including a link to ‘Find my Nearest’ information available on the West Suffolk 
Council website.                                                                   Action Cllr B Francis   
  
15. Planning. (to include any applications/decisions received since the agenda was posted) 15.1 

DC/25/0582/FUL | Planning application - one self-build/custom dwelling (following  demolition of 
existing dwelling) | Three Crossways, Town House, Thetford Road, Coney  Weston. As noted under 
item 6.1.1 Cllr B Francis declared and interest in this item and left the room for the decision making 
discussion. The Parish council felt, as this is a straightforward replacement, that they Supported the 
application.                                                       Action Clerk  

  
15.2 DC/25/0353/FUL | Planning application - construction of pavilion / meeting room  
(demolition of existing pavilion) | Bowling Green, Thetford Road, Coney Weston.  
As noted under item 6.1.2 Cllr P Clarke declared an interest in this item and left the room for the 
decision-making discussion. Although the Parish Council raised no objections to the application, 
they wished to formally record their support for the existing Village Hall as a valued community 
asset, and their hope that the Bowls Club will work collaboratively with the Village Hall to support 
its role in the community. Councillors were reassured by the applicant that they feel that the 
proposed development does not pose a threat to the Village Hall’s role or viability. As previously 
noted under item 8, the applicant had advised that a couple of Bowls Club members serve on the 
Village Hall Committee and support the application, confirming they do not see it as being in 
competition with the Village Hall (although no member of the Village Hall committee was present to 
confirm the position).   

  
15.3 To note West Suffolk District Council has granted the following: DC/25/0169/FUL  
change of use from public house (use class sui generis) to single dwelling (use class C3)  The 
Swan Inn, Thetford Road, Coney Weston.  

  
16. Councillors Additional Reports   
Cllr B Francis reported that the Parish Council Facebook page showed Parish Council Meeting post recorded 
327 views and the Speed Indication Device speeding information recorded 307 views.  
  
17. Correspondence for Information and Items for Future Agenda  
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The Emergency Plan, Standing and financial Orders will be included on the next agenda.  
  
18. Date of Next Meeting. To be confirmed.   

18.1 To confirm meeting dates 2025/26   
The following dates were confirmed for 2025/26 3rd July 2025, 11th September 2025, November 6th 2025, 
January 15th 2026, 5th March 2026, APCM 7th May 2026, APM 14th May 2026.  
  
19. 19.1  To receive resignation of position of Parish Council Chair, from Cllr B Francis if  tendered.  
19.2  To elect new Parish Council Chair, if required.  
It was agreed that Cllr B Francis would remain in post, as Chair, until further notice.  
   
20. Exclusion of the Public and Press To consider the following items:  
 
Exclusion of the Public and Press To consider the following items: 20.1 Personnel Issues 20.2 Legal Issues  
 
The meeting was closed to the public and continued under item 20 to agree and approve personnel issues 
and considered a concern raised by a resident. 
 
 
……… 
Councillor Bren Francis 
Chair 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


