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Minimal waste called 

mainly just dust / ash. 

Minimal food waste and 
packaging

Minimal recycling (totters, 
cub scouts, etc)

What there was went into 
the ground (landfill)
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Self-serve supermarkets 
creates an explosion in 

throw away economy

anymore, we replace them

Unsustainable use of 

environmentally damaging
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The Suffolk Waste Partnership (SWP) comprises:

Waste Disposal Authority (WDA) Suffolk County Council

Waste Collection Authorities (WCAs) Districts / Boroughs

The 5 councils in Suffolk work closely together to carefully coordinate 
collection and disposal activities

Current recycling rate around 40%
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Why are these changes happening?

Recycling rates in England have stalled

We lag many other developed nations

Environment Act 2021 legal requirement

Includes 3 main elements relative to waste and recycling: 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) - packaging

consistency in collections

Deposit Return Scheme (DRS)

Objectives less waste; polluter pays; 65% recycling
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Average black bin 
composition 2019
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Black bin recycling 
potential: 55% or 21ktpa
Food waste, Glass bottles/jars

Recycling challenge in West Suffolk

85% diversion of black bin 
recyclables needed for 
65% recycling rate in 
West Suffolk (incl. garden)
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What does this mean for the public?
All households to receive a baseline collection of materials for recycling from 2026

Service changes must be made the status quo is not an option

GlassPlastics Metal cans/tins CartonsCardPaper + +

+ Food

Film & flexibles

CURRENTLY COLLECTED IN SUFFOLK NEW MATERIALS TO COLLECT 2026



Twin-stream collection schedule

RecyclingGardenRefuse FoodRecycling

CardPaper

Glass
Plastics

Metal cans/tins
Cartons

Collection 
schedule Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4

Refuse

Recycling

Food

Garden Flexibles



What happens to our waste?
Garden Waste > Compost

General Waste > Electricity 
and Agrigate

Paper and Card > Recycled

Recyclables (plastic/glass/metal) > 
Recycled

Food Waste > 
Fertilizer, 
Electricity and 
Vehicle fuel
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Huge change = Communication 

Social Media
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Food waste leaflet and caddies
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Out of Home Comms
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Primary Information pack:
(To be posted to each household in May)
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Bin collection schedule changes
62,000 households no change in collection week but 14,000 will have a 
collection day change
23,000 households collection week change 15000 also a day change
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Thank you 

Questions
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49kt capacity generating 31 GWh/yr of biomethane




